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Van Gogh Primary 
Integrity, Collaboration, Ambition, Respect, Exploration, Drive

CREATING EXCELLENCE 18 OCTOBER 2019

We can hardly believe that we have reached the end the first term!  Time has flown and we are all 
ready for our half-term break.   

It has been terrific to see how quickly the children have been able to settle down in their new 
classes and get going with developing their learning.  This week, teachers and senior leaders had 
the opportunity to formally review the children’s learning this year and we were extremely proud.  

This year, our key priorities are: 

1.  Promoting reading as a key strategy to support the 
children to improve their learning. 

We have developed our phonics programme, ‘Read, 
Write, Inc.’, extended guided reading sessions, 
introduced reading for pleasure sessions and more 
library access.  We have bought lots of books for our 
libraries with particular focus on non-fiction books.  

Please do ensure you take some time to read with your 
children.  This is, without doubt, the most important thing 
you could do to help them improve their educational 
outcomes.   

2.  Developing our curriculum to improve the children’s broad and balanced learning opportunities. 
We are focusing on developing English, Mathematics Science, Design Technology, PE/Games, 
Music and PSCHE. 

3.  To support pupils to develop and embed values driven characteristics which result in strong 
personal, social, spiritual, emotional and academic outcomes  
We have introduced new activities such as ‘alternative play’, refocused our assemblies, 
celebrating more of the great things the children have been demonstrating.  

Recognising the extremely important partnership between families and the school, we would love 
to invite you to an informal coffee morning, where you can meet our Senior Leadership Team.   

Mostyn Site: Tuesday 5 November at 9.00am 
Hackford Site: Thursday 7 November at 9.00am 

Diary Dates 
Children return to school on  

Monday 28 October 

Autumn term ends on  
Friday 20 December at 1.30pm 

We will be holding various Christmas 
events - more information to follow. 
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CREATING EXCELLENCE 

Notices from the office 

Contact Information 
If you have recently changed your telephone 
number, email or address please let the school 
reception know. It is important to have up to 
date contact details for all the children in case 
of emergency.  

Dinner Money 
Autumn Term 2 (Monday 28th October to Friday 
20th December 2019) - £78.00 

Absence Reporting 
Parents reporting absences for children should 
leave a message on the school’s absence line.  
Please state your child’s name, class and the 
reason for the absence.  Parents should leave 
a message for each day of absence. 
  
Children who are absent for three days or 
more will require one of the following:· 
 A copy of an appointment card on or around 
the date of the absence 
· A copy of any prescription issued on or 
around the date of the absence 
· Evidence of any telephone consultation that 
you may have had – including the name of the 
doctor and the date and time the consultation 
took place. We advise you to call the surgery 
on your mobile phone so it is easier for us to 
see. 

Please do not ask your GP to write something 
for you. The school does not require it and your 
GP will likely say ‘no’ or charge you. 
  
Parents who book medical appointments for 
children in the mornings will also be asked to 
produce an appointment card/appointment 
letter to confirm the appointment.  Without this 
attendance marks will remain as a late mark. 
  
We thank all parents in advance for their 
cooperation in this matter.  Please note we are 
required by law, to ensure we collect this 
information. 

Netball Tournament 2019 

Children from Year 6 had a chance to take 
part in Netball tournament last week. It was 
great experience to compete against other 
25 schools in Lambeth. Children were 
playing in extreme weather conditions and 
showed tremendous team spirit to get 
through all the matches. 
Our team was playing well from the first 
game and at the end of the day showed 
great improvement in their Netball skills. We 
managed to qualify to the final round and 
played against the best teams in Lambeth. 
Children won 7 games out of 9 and finished 
in 5th place. 

We were highly praised by other coaches 
for great effort and fantastic team spirit. 
Well done for making us proud!!! 

Dance Lunchtime Clubs now running!
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Year 6 World War 2 Day: including food tasting, workshops, discussions 
regarding evacuations and the opportunity to dress up. 
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Year 5 Ancient Greek Day: including food tasting,  
workshops and they also had the opportunity to dress up. 

End of School Day 

School finishes for the: 
• Mostyn site at 3.20pm  
• Hackford site at 3.30pm.   

Parents are asked to ensure 
children are collected promptly 

at the end of the day.
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Exceptional Writing 
Our teachers are supported 
by ‘The Literacy Tree’ who 

have helped them improve 
the quality of writing in the 

school.  Look at these 
fantastic examples!  

Creating excellence!
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Year 3: Stone Age 

The children in Year 3 
met an archeologist who 

helped transport them 
back in time, having the 

chance to handle 
various tools, clothing 
and household items 

Year 2: Effective Maths 
Left, you will seem some examples of children in Year 
2 who LOVE using our ‘Effective Maths’ approach to 
teaching mathematics across the school.   Rather 
than simply being able to solve questions, children 

need to be able to explain WHY. 

EYFS: Natural Thinkers 
Children, below. exploring materials outdoors which 
have been specifically selected as they are natural 

materials.  Supporting great early development.
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