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Van Gogh Primary 
Integrity, Collaboration, Ambition, Respect, Exploration, Drive

CREATING EXCELLENCE 22 NOVEMBER 2019

CHRISTMAS DIARY DATES 
We are already thinking about Christmas and would love to invite you to attend our Christmas 
events happening on the run up to Christmas.  These events will be a celebration of the learning 
that has been taking place throughout the term.  We would absolutely love it, if you were able to 
arrange some time off work to come and celebrate your children’s hard work! 

Year 1 to Year 6 events will start at 9.15am (or as close to that as possible) so you can come straight 
into the halls after drop off.  EYFS will be holding in-class parties from 2.30pm.  

• Tuesday 10 December: Year 5 
• Wednesday 11 December: Year 4 
• Thursday 12 December: Year 6 
• Friday 13 December: Year 1 
• Monday 16 December: EYFS (Rec. and Nursery) 
• Tuesday 17 December: Year 3 
• Wednesday 18 December: Year 2 

Term finishes at 1.30pm on Friday 20 December 
Children return to school on Tuesday 7 January at 8.55am 

Year 2 Camp Fire 

On Wednesday, Year 2 enjoyed a special 
event which involved decorating biscuits 
with icing and delicious toppings, dipping 
marshmallows into gooey toffee, 
chocolate and strawberry sauce and 
face painting.  

To keep us warm in this cold weather, we 
drank hot chocolate and gathered 
around the fire pit to sing songs. The 
atmosphere was lovely and everyone 
who attended said they had a great 
time! 

Another thank you to everyone that was 
involved.     

Year 2 Teachers  
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CREATING EXCELLENCE 

Do you have any questions or 
queries? 

In any organisation, it is important that 
everyone knows who they can contact if there 
are any problems, questions or concerns.   

We recognise that communication is vital to 
support school improvement.  We really do 
value all your suggestions and ideas.  We have 
been able to actualise many of suggestions 
given e.g. Bicycle Shelters, clubs, finish time of 
school to support pick-ups on Hackford site. 

Your first point of contact will normally be your 
child’s class teacher, the supporting adult in 
the classroom or the school office.  However, if 
you would like to escalate any issues, you may 
speak to any of the Senior Leadership Team.  

Under normal circumstances, the first point of 
contact would be either:  

Ms Odile Clark - Assistant Headteacher 
Ms Heulwen Lancaster - Director of Inclusion  
Ms Tania Kimberley - Deputy Headteacher 

If necessary, this can be further escalated to: 
Mrs Nadine Bernard - Head of School  
Mr Paul Robinson - Executive Headteacher 

However, of course we are usually available 
each morning and/or afternoon at the school 
gates (wearing pink hi-viz jackets). 

Please do not hesitate to speak to us, even if it 
is just to introduce yourselves.  

Parent Feedback 
Two coffee mornings were organised for 
parents. One on each site. The senior leaders 
presented school priorities whilst welcoming 
parental feedback. Parent were generally very 
complimentary about the school.  

Key strengths identified: 
• SEND provision and particular work of SENDCo 
• The new behaviour blueprint to reinforce 

positive behaviours 
• The ‘open door’ policy which enables parents 

to share concerns immediately making them 
feel valued and supported  

• Parent courses such as ParentGym – a 
supportive group to explicitly teach parenting 
skills  

Questions and issues raised included:  

Does the school teach handwriting?  
Yes we do.  This is taught as part of our phonics 
programme and the children have time to 
practice their handwriting in school.  However, 
this is one area where families can easily support 
their children at home by supporting regular 
practice. 
  
Do children get to read to their teachers?   
Yes, as part of phonics, guided reading and the 
wider curriculum.  In Key Stage 1, some children 
will read regularly to an adult to support them to 
improve however, we do not have enough 
adults to do this with all children.  If you could 
help with reading with a child, please let us 
know.  

Year 4 at the 
London CLC, 

FirstNews event
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‘Going for Gold!’ - supporting improvements in the children’s 
interactions and behaviour 

Last week, we introduced a revised version of our positive behaviour policy.  In each class, 
children are aiming to demonstrate excellence in their classes in order to get ‘GOLD” points.  
Children can collect these over the course of each half term and convert their points into some 
beautiful stationary.  (Who doesn’t love a bit of stationary?)  We are delighted to see how many 
children have been doing so well.  If you child is ‘Star of the Week’, we have also introduced 
new metal badges for the children on Hackford site, to add to their blazers.  

Last year we introduced a simple warning 
system, children who are not following 
instructions etc. will be given a warning.  
Children will be given two warnings for any 
particular, negative behaviour however it 
it continues, they will be given a detention 
during their break or lunchtime.   
Behaviours include, for example, running in 
the school, not following instructions, 
distracting others from their learning.  

Over the last few weeks we have been 
reviewing the effectiveness of our policy 
and procedures. This has included 
discussions as a team, feedback from 
children and of course, families.  We have 
identified some issues which we believe 
are more serious and therefore warrant a 
more serious sanction.  
‘Category 2’ behaviours are given an 
instant detention.  This would include 
behaviours such as shouting at an adult, 
swearing, threatening violence e.g. ‘I am 
going to punch you’.  Parents will be 
informed if a child has had more than 
three detentions in any half-term. 
‘Category 3’ behaviours are more serious 
again.  Behaviours such as leaving the 
classroom without permission, intentionally using physical violence towards another child, 
stealing or damaging school property will result in an internal exclusion.  This may be a morning, 
an afternoon, whole day or multiple days out of class, working separately from the rest of the 
class and year group.  Families will always be contacted in this instance to discuss how we can 
support necessary improvements. 

Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to those who prepare for it today.  

Malcolm X
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In English, we teach all our lessons through high quality  
books which engage the children.  This includes a diverse 
range of books including some ‘classics’ such as ‘The  
Tempest’ as well as newer texts like the very popular, ‘Astro Girl’! 
This week, the children in Year 4 had to make their way through a number of ‘fur’ 
coats this week as they launched Mr Robinson’s favourite book of all time, ‘The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’, by CS Lewis.  

We believe that the teaching of Science should include opportunities to amaze and 
enchant, to delay our spirituality through moments of awe and wonder.  Year 5 got up 
close with science in the pop-up planetarium.  
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