
Who is ready for Easter? We are…
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Van Gogh Primary 
Integrity, Collaboration, Aspiration, Respect, Exploration, Drive

CREATING EGG-CELLENCE 4 APRIL 2019

Another busy term of learning! 
We are so proud of the children for all their hard 
work this term.  When we carried out pupil 
interviews, they told us that they ‘love Effective 
Maths’ and that ‘the books we are studying in 
English are really good’.  The children have 
been giving us feedback about what more 
they would like, to improve our school - this  
includes more practical science experiences, 
more time to extend their artwork and of 
course, more trips and visits.  NO PROBLEM! 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to 
our team, who have been working very hard, to 
implement the changes required to transform 
our school community.  

Family Feedback 
Thank you to everyone who shared their views 
• 100% agree that their children are: happy, 

safe and making good progress at school 
and they would recommend our school 

• 98% think their children are taught well 
• 95% believe their children receive enough 

homework 
• 98% consider the school is well led and 

managed 
• 96% believe the school responds well to 

concerns raised 

• 90% believe that the school makes sure 
children are well behaved - this remains a 
school focus!

OUR 
NEW WEBSITE 

IS NOW 
LIVE!
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CREATING EXCELLENCE 4 APRIL 2019

Upcoming Diary Dates 
Summer 1 term begins Wednesday 24 April for Year 3 to Year 6 
Summer 1 term begins Thursday 25 April for Nursery to Year 2 

25 April   Yr3 Rainforest Experience 
26 April  EYFS Superhero Day 
29/30 April  Yr4 Hampton Court Palace 
6 May   SCHOOL CLOSED FOR MAY DAY 
9 May   Yr5 Viking Day 
13-16 May  Yr6 SATs Week 
23 May  Yr2 Brighton Trip 
25 May   Class photographs 
27-31 May  School Closed for half-term 
10-14 June  Phonics Screening Check (Year 1) 
28 June  Dunraven presents ‘Much ado about anything’ 

Summer term ends 19 July 2019 

  
Gentle reminder that 

school commences at 
8.55am.  Children can 
come into class from 

8.45am.   

School finishes on Mostyn 
site at 3:25pm and 

Hackford at 3.30pm.  If 
you have children on 
both sites, please can 

you collect from Mostyn 
site first they should 

collect at Mostyn first.  

Any absences should be 
reported to office by 

8:30am. 

Notices from the office 

The costs for school meals for the summer are: 
Summer Term 1 
• Nursery - £42.00 
• Year 3 to 6 - £44.00 

Summer Term 2 
• Nursery and Year 3 to 6 - £68.00 

School uniform is available to purchase online 
from www.stitchdesign.co.uk.  Ties are 
available to purchase from the offices on both 
sites. 

Parents wishing to collect their children early 
from school for appointments should inform the 
office in the morning.  When collecting, 
evidence of the appointment must be 
provided to ensure your child’s absence is 
authorised. 

More Volunteer Readers Wanted!  PLEASE…  
Would you be willing to come and support children by listening to them reading aloud?  We would 
like to extend a warm request to mums, dads, grandparents, aunts and uncles to come and listen to 
some children reading.  Reading aloud is an essential part of becoming a fluent reader and as the 

expression says, ‘Practice makes perfect’.   

We would love if some more adults would be able 
to volunteer for around 6 - 8 weeks, one hour per 
week.  If interested, we would provide you with 
some simple training and we are absolutely sure 
that the children would be delighted to read to 
you. 

If you are interested, please leave your name and 
contact details with either of our school offices.  
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Farewells and welcomes 
Today, we are very sad to be saying goodbye to Ms 
Rhonda Qually who has been working with us for just 
over a year, teaching in Year 4. Ms Qually is leaving 
primary teaching to start a 
new adventure as an 
assessor.  As this position is 
p a r t - t i m e , R h o n d a i s 
looking forward to spring 
some quality time with her 
loved ones.  

In her p lace, we are 
delighted that Ms Bianca 
Filby will be taking over 
Year 4Q. 

In Year 1, we are pleased 
that Mr Eric Keith-Smith has 
joined the team and will 
be starting with us just after 
the Easter holiday.  

Ms Marlene Langley has accepted new Nursery 
Manager position, closer to her home.  Marlene is 
leaving us at the end of April to start this exciting new 
post.   

We are incredibly proud of Rhonda and Marlene and 
with them every success in the future.  We will really 

Mr Teska and Mr Martin 
have been busy with 
gymnastics, football 

and basketball 
tourments and 

matches. We are so 
proud of our children’s 

performances. 
Creating excellence!

Road Safety & General Conduct 
Outside School 

Please could we ask that you support us by 
spending some time talking to your children about 
the dangers on the roads.   

Over the last few weeks, we have had a number of 
incidents where children have only closely avoided 
road related accidents.  

Crossing Roads 
Ensure your children understand how to cross roads 
safely: ‘Stop, Look and Listen’.   
Many children are listening, but not looking out for 
cyclist and/or electric cars - therefore stepping into 
roads because they cannot hear anything.   

Children (and adults) should not be crossing major 
roads, such as Brixton Road, unless they are 
crossing at traffic lights.  This is extremely dangerous 
and we have already had a ‘near miss’ where two 
cars crashed into one another attempting to avoid 
a child from our school!  This was a lucky escape 
but may not be so fortunate next time.  

Cycles and Scooters 
We are delighted that so many children are now 
cycling or scooting to school - especially on the 
Mostyn site.  Children up to the age of 11 years, are 
permitted to cycle on pavements however it 
would be advisable to ensure that your children 
are reminded to watch out for pedestrians and 
consider driveways and entrances where cars may 
be pulling out across the pavement.  On bicycles, 
we strongly recommend children are wearing 
cycling helmets.  

General Conduct 
Unfortunately, we have had a number of 
complaints from families and members of the 
public who have reported children ‘screaming and 
yelling’ and on occasions using inappropriate 
language.   

We are extremely proud of our school and are 
delighted to have the support of the community 
on our journey towards excellence.  Please can 
you help us by ensuring the children are 
demonstrating our shared values outside school – 
particularly when they are so easy to recognise 
wearing a Van Gogh Primary uniform.  
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