
End of term round up! 
Thank you to the entire community for your support through our first two terms.  What an 
exciting time it has been for everyone.  We wish you a peaceful Christmas and new year. 
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Dates confirmed 
We are pleased to announce that Van Gogh Primary will be hosting Parent Gym, commencing 
on 29th January. ParentGym is an evidence based parenting programme, helping parents raise 
happy, confident children.  It is made up of six, 2 hour sessions which are interactive and 
participative.  

Find out more at parentgym.com 

So many events, experiences and teaching opportunities supporting some super 
learning right across the school.  Lots of children creating excellence!

http://parentgym.com
http://parentgym.com
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Staff updates 
This term, we will be waving farewell to a number of members of the staff community.  We 
would like to extend a very big thank you to all the staff for their hard work and dedication to 
the children within the school, and wish them nothing but success in the future.   

Michael Vanes: Mike joined the school in January 2013 and has developed a very close 
relationship with many parents, children and staff. A very popular member of the team who 
has shown an undoubted commitment to our school community. Mike has taught across a 
number of year groups in the school, including Yr 1, 3 and 5 and has decided the time is right 
for a change. We thank you very much for bringing smiles to people’s faces. Good luck in your 
next adventure. 

Grace Akingbaje: Ms Akingbaje has been a long serving member of staff working as a 
Teaching Assistant.  She has worked across both sites developing strong relationships with all 
members of our community. Grace is leaving us to start a new career within the NHS. 
  
Amaia Rojo: Ms Rojo has been at school for over 4 years teaching in both EYFS and Year 1. 
During this time she has worked hard developing relationships with parents, staff and children. 
Ms Rojo has decided that a change will help her in future career. 
  
Laura Mendez & Kaitlin Kopasz: Ms Mendez and Ms Kopasz have worked at the school for over 
1 year now, covering classes on both Hackford and Mostyn sites.  Due to staff reorganisation, 
we will no longer need their support to cover teachers.  

Nina Begum: Ms Begum is sad to be leaving us, but super excited to be welcoming her new 
baby early in the new year - we wish her every blessing over this next few weeks and months. 
As Ms Begum goes on maternity, we are happy to be welcoming Sandyhyia Cunniah back 
from her maternity leave.  
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Upcoming Diary Dates 
Spring term begins 7th January 

Gentle reminder that we cannot authorise 
holidays during term time! 

7th January: PC Chris visits Year 4 
8th January: Roman Workshop for Year 3 
10th January: Vauxhall Farm in with Year 1 
15th January: Reception go the the Planetarium 
17th January: Year 6 at the Tower of London 
28th January: Year 2 to the Transport Museum 
29th January: ParentGym starts 
15th February: Last day of term 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 18th - 22nd February 
Spring term 2 begins 25th February 
Spring term 2 ends 5th April 
EASTER HOLIDAY 8th April - 23rd April 
Summer term begins 24th April 

Messages from our Administrative Team 
School Meals Prices 
Spring Term A: Mon 7th Jan to Fri 15th Feb 2019: £60.00 
Spring Term B: Mon 25th Feb to Fri 5th April 2019: £60.00 
  
Paying for school Meals 
We would like to remind parents dinner monies MUST be paid on the Monday of each week.   
Failure to pay in advance is not only creating a debt but is also placing additional, unnecessary work on our 
administrative staff who have to send out letters and emails to remind parents who have not paid.  Please 
ensure all balances are in credit for the week ahead on Monday 7th January 2019.   
  
Pupil Premium Fund – which includes free school meals for children in Year 3-6 
Your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, which provides school with additional money to support 
your child at school.  This money is used to provide additional adults to support learning, discounted trips and 
visits, additional staff training to improve the quality of teaching and learning AND free school meals.   

You child may be eligible if you get any of the following: 
· Income Support 
· income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
· income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
· The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
· Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of 
no more than £16,190) 
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
· Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year 
(after tax and not including any benefits you get). 
  
If you are entitled to any of the above, please visit the office on either site and complete the 
Pupil Premium application form. 
  
After School Club 
After school Club resumes on Monday 7th January 2019 for registered children only. 

Amigo’s Magic delighted the children at the 
‘End of Term Treat’… a rabbit magically 

appeared from inside a balloon!
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Music News 
Music club students have been working hard this term to prepare new songs for Christmas time. A small 
group of musicians from Years 5 and 6 visited Hillyard House Care Home, accompanied by both music 
teachers, where they performed songs from different music styles for the residents. This concert was an 
opportunity to share with the local community the musical work that we do at Van Gogh Primary and an 
excellent way to show students that “sharing is caring”. 

On Monday 17th December the Year 5 and 6 orchestra offered a concert in the top hall of the school 
(Hackford), where we could witness the musical improvements of all of the Music Club students in 
intermediate and advanced level. We had some additional soloist singers from Year 4 and Year 6 who 
amazed the audience with their beautiful voices. 

To round off this month full of music, we had the pleasure of listening to Year 3, 4 and 5 students singing, 
accompanied by the Year 5 and 6 orchestra, a several number of Christmas songs at the impressive St. 
John’s The Divine church. 
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Sports News 
Year 3 Lunchtime club: We have been doing an extra club for 
all Year 3 classes every Thursday during lunchtime where 5 
children from each class will come to the hall to represent their 
class and try to gain as many points as possible. Each week 
will be a different set of children and the sport also changes 
each week.  They will continue this for the rest of the school 
year and at the end of each term points will be counted and 
a trophy awarded to the winning class - trophy stays in the 
class for the rest of the following term. 
Points are gained by the goal scoring rules of each sport, 
good sportsmanship, behaviour, attitude, handwork, skill etc. 
Sports include Basketball, Football, Hockey, Bowling, 
Dodgeball, Tag Rugby, Handball and possibly others in the 
future. We hope to introduce to the Year 2's in the future. 

Swimming Gala: On 28th November children from Yr5 and 6 
took part in swimming gala against primary schools in 
Lambeth.  Fourteen of our fastest children were competing in 
front crawl, backstroke, breaststroke and relay races. The 
attitude of our students and effort was amazing.  All school 
times across the events were collected and compared. Points 
were awarded for the TOP 10 places, 10 points for the 1st 
place descending to 1 point for the 10th place.  We won our 
group against other six schools, winning most of individual 
races and all relay races.  
After a week of waiting for the final scores I am happy to 
announce that we finished as the fourth best school in 
Lambeth and our swimming relay teams were third overall.  
Congratulations to swimming team for their hard work and 
dedication. It was fantastic experience and all the children 
really enjoyed the competition. 
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As you will know EYFS have a brand new outdoor area! We are already starting to use the space 
and we cannot wait to use it officially in January!  

Congratulations to Year 5/6 Athletics team:  

Last Friday, Athletics team was competing in Sports Hall Athletics 
at St Martin-in-the-Fields High School for Girls. Children took part in 
a wide range of track events including 2 laps race, 4 laps race, 6 
laps race, relays race and field events including speed bounce, 
standing long, triple jump, vertical jump, javelin and shot put.  
Our team was competing against 30 primary schools from 
Lambeth and managed to finish third. This is a huge achievement 
for children who were taking part in the event for the first time. 
Both our relay teams were named the fastest teams in Lambeth. 
Our students were representing school very well showing 
incredible skills, determination and fantastic team spirit throughout 
the tournament.


